
Letter to Bernard Barton, February 17, 1823  

 

I have quoted G. F. in my Quaker's meeting, as having said he was “lifted up in spirit” (which I felt at 
the time to be not a Quaker phrase), “and the Judge and Jury were as dead men under his feet.” I find 
no such words in his Journal, and I did not get them from Sewell, and the latter sentence I am sure I 
did not mean to invent. I must have put some other Quaker’s words into his mouth. Is it a fatality in 
me, that every thing I touch turns into a Lye? I once quoted two Lines from a translation of Dante, 
which Hazlitt very greatly admired, and quoted in a Book as proof of the stupendous power of that 
poet, but no such lines are to be found in the translation, which has been searched for the purpose. I 
must have dreamed them, for I am quite certain I did not forge them knowingly. What a misfortune to 
have a Lying memory.  

 


